Technology Platform/Tool Analysis
There are several technologies that could be leveraged to provided a platform for information regarding healthcare and IS for interested parties such as students, and job seekers in this domain. This section identifies the top three technologies researched for this project:
Blogs
A blog (a contraction of the term "weblog") is a type of website, usually maintained by an individual with regular entries of commentary, descriptions of events, or other material such as graphics or video. Entries are commonly displayed in reverse-chronological order. "Blog" can also be used as a verb, meaning to maintain or add content to a blog. [footnoteRef:1] [1:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blog] 


As Wikipedia describes, “Many blogs provide commentary or news on a particular subject; others function as more personal online diaries. A typical blog combines text, images, and links to other blogs, Web pages, and other media related to its topic. The ability for readers to leave comments in an interactive format is an important part of many blogs. Most blogs are primarily textual, although some focus on art (artlog), photographs (photoblog), sketches (sketchblog), videos (vlog), music (MP3 blog), and audio (podcasting). Micro-blogging is another type of blogging, featuring very short posts.” Blogs can be set-up for business to personal use. Online communities also exist to connect bloggers to other bloggers.

The financials of a blog are relatively cheap depending on what particular method is selected. Free blogs can be obtained from a variety of vendor such as WordPress (www.wordpress.com) or LiveJournal (www.livejournal.com). They can also be hosted on their hosting site or your own personal site. Costs can occur if you are hosting the blog on your own personal site or hiring personnel to maintain the blog.

Strengths to implement the technology:
· This technology would allow us an easy and organize manner to post information needed for our website by registered users.
· Relative little “expertise” is needed to implement the technology, as most of the blogs are “straight forward” with user documentation for implementation.
· The blog does not need a tool for developing a pilot as the pilot will be the real website that will be modified as needed after it’s initial testing phase.

Weaknesses to implement the technology:
· If we were to host this blog with a free vendor, we would need to ensure that it is reputable and stable after implementation.
· Unlike the wiki, blogs are not like wikis where they allow users to modify the information already posted by another individual.

Wiki site
The first wiki program was developed by Ward Cunningham in 1994 and was developed to allow for the ease of exchange of ideas between programmers at his company.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WikiWikiWeb ] 


A Wiki is a web application that runs on a server that can be collaboratively updated by anyone on the World Wide Web.  These updates are done so through web browsers of a pc. “The site's users create the content, define the relationships, and establish the links between the site's Web pages.”  [footnoteRef:3]   [3:  http://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/magazine/cc700339.aspx ] 


“Wikis are especially useful for creating knowledge management portals.”[footnoteRef:4]  This will allow for anyone that is interested in the career choice of combining healthcare and information systems to collective collaborate and share their knowledge.  [4:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knowledge_management_system] 


Another reason wikis make for a good option is it would be considered a mature technology.  Wikis have definitely lost all of their initial inherent issues by now.  Also the extended amount of time that it has been in existence has allowed for there to be many resources and publications developed for the development, startup, and maintenance of Wikis.

Strengths to implement the technology:
· Can be updated by anyone in the interested user community
· Since the platform allows for updates to occur through a standard web browser no special software or training is required

Weaknesses to implement the technology:
· Security is a major concern – the information displayed or linked is not always accurate and relevant; it can be changed by anyone. This would be the most labor intensive portion of maintaining a wiki on the team’s part. 
Knowledge Management System (KMS)
A knowledge management system is a computer application used to manage knowledge in organizations for supporting creation, capture, storage, and dissemination of information. KMS can be used for a wide range of cooperative, collaborative, adhocracy and hierarchy communities, virtual organizations, societies and other virtual networks, to manage media contents; activities, interactions and work-flows purposes; projects; works, networks, departments, privileges, roles, participants and other active users in order to extract and generate new knowledge and to enhance, leverage and transfer in new outcomes of knowledge providing new services using new formats and interfaces and different communication channels.4

A KMS is a good option since it arranges data in the most comprehensive and user-friendly fashion. A KMS portal also provides avenues for communication such as discussion forums, emails, weblogs, etc. incorporated into the system. For the purposes of an IS & healthcare forum, a KMS would provide the most comprehensive portal to cater to all possible needs of information for these users.

Strengths to implement the technology:
· Sharing of valuable centralized information.
· Can avoid re-inventing the wheel, reducing redundant work.
· May reduce training time for new users on the system
· Retention of Intellectual Property/Knowledge after the site moderators leave

Weaknesses to implement the technology:
· Possible costs of implementation (monthly costs)
· Some KMS applications require hardware installation requirements which could be difficult to implement for the IS and healthcare scenario
· Most KMS apps require a registered user base, which would make it difficult for majority of users to view content without subscribing to the service. Also, the more users added, the more costs of maintaining the system could go up. 
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