Personal development plan
 Ten years from now, my goal is to be recognized as a reliable information systems manager-consultant, specialized in Internet and database security. Since this can easily be targeted towards the financial sector, I chose Finance as my MBA concentration, and the IS Consultant track as my MS-MIS specialization.

 I am particularly interested in the way banks, other financial institutions, and Internet-based companies design and manage their databases to insure security of personal information. In addition to this, I would like to work in the Eastern-Europe area, for two main reasons. First, I was born and spent more than 20 years of my life in an Eastern-European country (Romania), which gives me knowledge of the cultural customs and practices in that area. Second, given the fact that Eastern Europe is, comparatively to Western Europe and the US, just starting to implement information systems, I believe that there is a high potential for development.

 Knowledge:

At the top of my list is getting more information in the specific sector of information systems and information security (see Learning). I am also planning to learn a little more on computer programming, this will give me a more in depth understanding of implementing information systems (I have been doing this little by little on my own and during my internship with US Steel). During the BMIS 2051 Project Management course and BMIS 2034 IS Planning I am hoping to obtain a wide knowledge base of management in the information systems field.

Practice
By the end of the first year, I participated in two project courses that involved the use of IT. In the first project course, IT was a business enhancer for better project management purposes at Westinghouse Electric; in the second, I dealt with IT as a collaborative tool for researchers at Pitt Health Sciences.
Also, in June of 2008, I participated in the TechnoSecurity and Hacker Halted conferences, where I gathered information concerning the latest trends in security and also contacts in the security area of information technology.
During my summer internship, I gained hands-on experience in a competitive environment. My companies of choice had been PNC Bank (for banking security) or Deloitte (for IS consultancy), but I realized that other companies in the field would be just as helpful in my future career. My internship took place with United States Steel Corporation, in the Networking department, where I was involved in analysis, use and deployment of wired and wireless technology.
 Learning
The courses at Katz School of Business provided a good starting point for individual study. I have been reading IS-oriented publications (CIO magazine, e-Week, Information Week, Network World, Computer World, TechRepublic blogs, the Wall Street Journal’s technology page). Also, the summer internship helped tremendously with my learning, along with information gained from Katz alumni that are currently working as IS specialists (see Networking). Last, but not by far the least important, I am planning on getting certified in my future area of expertise (CCNA, CISSP etc.).

 Dialog
During the first year, I was ploanning to collaborate with different publications on current IS issues, thus gathering visibility. I am in the process of creating a web page to address this, which will also include a blog on current security trends and technologies in the information world. This is going to be a long-term plan.
Networking
The first step here was to create strong relationships with my professors, as they were able to give me ideas on possible directions and guidance on following steps. By the end of the first year, I got in touch with Katz alumni that are working in IS management in various companies in the United States, Europe and Asia. I am confident that they would provide essential and specific information on actions to take to more visible to potential employers.

Reputation
This subject summarizes my other points. They all meet in the gaining visibility and credibility area. The conference participations and the project courses present me as a serious and interested student. My future collaboration with specialized publications will bring me forward as a known name.

 (The poster presentation for the development plan is also available).
