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Our IT Innovation Project is a unique IS in Healthcare Portal for Master level students, who wish to specialize in that domain. The portal that we are developing will be a one stop shop for five key areas:

· Current IT trends in Healthcare Industry
· University Programs and Key People in the Industry
· Various Technologies used and their sites
· Consulting sites
· Healthcare Journals

There is no portal developed yet, which is a one stop shop for the above five area. Our portal will have comprehensive and up to date information on each of these five areas. However, there are some useful resources, which do possess some information in one or more (not all) of the areas and they do have their strength and weaknesses: 

1. Various Technology Areas in Healthcare Industry  and  their Sites:

a. General websites applicable to all industries

http://www.inderscience.com/
http://www.cio.com
http://www.informationweek.com
http://www.eweek.com

Strengths:
· Widely used and strong user base
· High reputation and hence world class content
· Lot of focus on business aspects rather than going deep into intricacies involved with technologies

Weaknesses:
· Some sites are not free. Hence students may not be able to afford it
· Accessibility may be a problem since these portals also includes general technology content and information about the other industries
· Some sites only have white papers and articles. Active user interaction is sometimes non-existent
· Academic Involvement is minimal
· No information about the career options in IT in Healthcare

b. Website with only focus on technologies used in Healthcare Industry

http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/
http://www.healthcare-informatics.com/ME2/Splash.asp
http://www.hitsp.org/

Strengths:
· Focus solely on healthcare industry
· Updated regularly
· Wide user network
· Comprehensive list of technologies and standards used in healthcare industry

Weaknesses:
· In some cases, the membership is not free
· More technology focused. Restricted business element
· Not the best resources for the MBA Career Switchers towards IT in Healthcare
· No information on career options and pre-requisites


c. Technology/Vendor Websites (Some of the technologies used are RFID, SAP, Medical Informatics, Electronic Medical Records):

http://www.rfidjournal.com/
http://sdn.sap.net
http://www.imia.org

Strengths:
· Comprehensive coverage of technology used
· Wide network of users
· Excellent social networking through blogs
· Free to use

Weaknesses:
· Broad focus. Restrictive domain knowledge
· Some websites does not take into the account the business aspects of the technology




2. University Programs and Key People in the Industry:

http://www.gradschools.com/Subject/Healthcare-Information-Systems/461.html
http://www.thehealthcareblog.com/the_health_care_blog/2009/03/a-healthcare-it-primer.html
http://www.healthcareguy.com/

Strengths:
· Allows for different search criteria’s to be selected
· Campus or Online
· Country and State
· Masters, Doctorate, or Certificate Programs
Weaknesses:
· Depends upon accuracy of the database that powers the search

3. News and Trends:

Following are the resources that provide the news and trends in Healthcare IT:

http://www.healthcareitnews.com/
http://www.healthcare-informatics.com/ME2/Splash.asp
http://www.himss.org/ASP/index.asp
http://www.health-infosys-dir.com/yp_hc.asp
http://www.cchit.org/
http://www.healthymagination.com/?cid=googhealthcaretechnology
http://www.gartner.com/technology/research/content/healthcare-providers.jsp
http://www.forrester.com/rb/search/results.jsp?N=133001&Ntk=MainSearch&Ntx=mode+MatchAllPartial&Ntt=Healthcare+IT
http://www.informationweek.com/healthcare/index.jhtml;jsessionid=4LHJI1EN5D4SBQE1GHPCKHWATMY32JVN
http://www.cio.com/cio100/detail/1812
http://www-935.ibm.com/services/us/gbs/bus/html/bcs_healthcare.html?cm_re=masthead-_-solutions-_-ind-health
http://www.microsoft.com/industry/healthcare/default.mspx

Strengths:
· The current news and trends in this area provide a holistic picture of the overall industry.
· Very general information. 
· It keeps the individual updated with current trends, easy to access and free of charge.

Weakness:
· But do not provide specific information that an individual is seeking. 
· The information is very high level and not region focused.
· A lot of data and information out there, individual will get lost in the sea of data.

4. Healthcare Journals:

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/
http://www.ispub.com/
http://www.modernhealthcare.com/ 
http://healthcare.nationaljournal.com/
http://www.himss.org/ASP/Publications_jhim.asp
http://www.ahrq.gov/research/resact.htm
http://www.ebscohost.com/cinahl/

Strengths:
· Widely used and strong user base from different people and organizations.
· Some sites provide other content besides journals (news articles, discussion boards, etc.)
· Some sites have a high reputation and top content.

Weaknesses:
· Focused on healthcare journals available online only.
· Some journal sites are not free. If students do not have access through their library, it could be an issue to access information.
· Not all sites focus on IT and Healthcare issues directly.
· Not all sites may be a “credible” journal by an academic standpoint.

5. Healthcare Consulting Sites

http://www.deloitte.com/view/en_US/us/Insights/hot-topics/2009-Industry-Outlook/article/c9241ec6f6001210VgnVCM100000ba42f00aRCRD.htm
http://www.boozallen.com/consulting/health-consulting/health-informatics-consulting
http://www-935.ibm.com/services/us/gbs/bus/html/bcs_healthcare.html?cm_re=masthead-_-solutions-_-ind-health

Strengths:
· Consulting websites offer an idea of the latest developments that are taking place in the field of IT and Healthcare
· Good resource to get a broad, initial idea on what is changing and upcoming for this area.

Weaknesses:
· Consulting content is primarily promotional to the firm
· Information audience is job seekers, and interested clients
· Not a holistic approach to all aspects of this arena
	
Conclusion: 
From the exhaustive resource list that we have presented in the document vindicates that IT in Healthcare is here to stay. What we can conclude, however that for Master level students there is no one stop shop that provides comprehensive material about the above five areas. Our portal is aimed at providing all the important information in these five segments, which are relevant for a Master level career switcher. Also the key differentiating factor between our portal and resources listed above that the portal that we will be developing will be extremely career and academic centric. The information will be free, easy to access, relevant, up to date and at the same time competitive with respect to the available resources.










  
                                  
