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In ten years I would like to have the reputation of being an expert as an Information Systems Relations Manager focusing on the internal relations between Information Systems and the functional areas of the organization.  Specifically, I would like to become the internal consultant that is bilingual in both the languages of information systems and business in a manufacturing company, which manages large scale infrastructure implementation or redesign.  
In order to be an expert in the Relations Management field, I will need to gain specific knowledge and practical experience.  I will do so through continuous learning, establishing a dialogue with current classmates and IS professionals, networking as much as possible and establish a strong reputation in the industry.

Knowledge 
Through my graduate course work, I plan to gain specific knowledge in the field of Project Management.  This will give me the ability to facilitate and understand the dialog that needs to exist between the Information Systems department and the functional areas of the organization.  In order to establish a strong informational foundation, I took BMIS 2051 (Project Management) in my second semester, rather than my fourth semester.  This course taught me the basics of planning, organizing, staffing and controlling information systems projects.  It will also was able to give me the insight and awareness of the political environment of a project, the dynamics among project staff and the issues surrounding the team work nature of a project.  Finally, this course provided me with guidance as to the implementation of projects.
Moving BMIS 2051 to the second semester gave me flexibility to insert BQOM 2516 (Project Management) into my fourth semester.  By doing so, I will gain knowledge in the use of Microsoft Project, the software used to plan and coordinate projects.  
While an academic foundation is critical for success, it is only the framework upon which experience must be layered.  I intend to do research on my target employers and make connections within those organizations.  Through these connections, I hope to learn more about the field of Relationship Management and determine the direction in which I want to proceed.  Once I have secured employment, I hope to establish mentor/mentee relationships with individuals in various stages of their professional careers.  By doing so, I hope to gain insight into the best strategies for enhancing the foundational skills thus far secured with further practical experience.

Practice
I would like to possible enroll in a project course in order to gain meaningful business experience prior to graduation.  Such a course would place me on a project team with my peers, tasked with the goal of developing unique solutions to real-life business problems.  This will allow me to combine the knowledge gained through coursework with my own personal business background to bring about positive results for an actual employer.  Not only will I gain practical knowledge from my classmates, I will also have the opportunity to interact with faculty advisors and management consultants from the participating companies.  These advisors and consultants bring with them years of experience and skill which I can add to my professional arsenal.  Some of these advisors and consultants may also become business contacts for future networking opportunities.

Learning
I am currently a member of the Project Management Institute and receive regular publications with the most up-to-date practices of the industry.  I will continue to be involved in this organization and have aspirations to become certified as a Project Management Professional. 
In addition to remaining current on industry news, I will continue to monitor the general business environment through my subscription to the Wall Street Journal, CIO Magazine, and my attention to the nightly news.  

Dialog
I want to attend as many company presentations as possible during my tenure at Katz.  Not only will I listen to the information during the presentations themselves, I will prepare for the presentations in advance by visiting the company websites and listing any questions I might have for the individuals presenting.  After the presentations, I will make every attempt to talk to the company representatives to establish relationships and also to practice my interviewing skills. 
I also plan on enrolling in BOAH 2517 (Intrapersonal Skills) to learn the science behind personal interactions and improve my conversational skills.  During this course, I will apply the theories presented to my personal relationships for practice before using them in a business environment.
I will also take the information I learn on the nightly news and in the Wall Street Journal and start conversations on current topics with my classmates.  This will give all of us an opportunity to debate the current issues and to refine our discussion skills.


Networking
	As noted above, I intend to forge as many mentor/mentee relationships as possible in the next few years.  I hope that these relationships with grow and change as I move from student life to life as a young professional.  Also as mentioned previously, I intend to attend each of the corporate presentations sponsored by Katz at which I will make every effort to meet the guest speakers and start a dialogue with them.
	Finally, I intend to develop strong relationships with my Katz classmates, both in the Project Management field and in other fields of study.  These individuals are the leaders of tomorrow and strong resource for the future.  

Reputation 
	When attending any Katz-sponsored or other event, I will continue to conduct myself in a professional manner.  This will give me credibility going forward.  I will also be sure to stay visible within both student and professional organizations, taking on leadership roles when possible.  To solidify this I am currently participating in the Katz Ambassador and Mentoring programs, while also serving as the Student Executive Board President.  These organizations are a prime opportunity for networking and developing leadership and practical skills.  In all of my interactions with fellow students, professors, professional representatives and other acquaintances, I will be honest and forthright.  Honesty is a key to establishing strong relationships both professionally and personally. 
	As a result of networking, I was able to obtain a summer internship at The Institute for Entrepreneurial Excellence’s Patherlab Works division.  I treated this as an opportunity to make myself visible within the organization and also within the larger business community.  By doing so, I believe that I was able to establish a reputation as a self-starter and as a crucial member of the team.

Conclusion
	Ten years from today, I hope to be an expert in the field of Information Systems Relations Managment.  Once I have established myself as such, I will continue to gain knowledge on new technologies, put that knowledge into practice, remain current on world events that affect the business environment, communicate in a professional manner, network with new contacts and work to maintain a quality reputation.     
